
Big party at club
a combined effort
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Flag Day and the Army’s 228th birthday will be celebrated Sat-
urday night by the local Army community.

The Association of the U.S. Army, the Garrison and the Ord-
nance Munitions and Electronics Maintenance School are having
an Army birthday party at the Officers and Civilians Club. 

“We expect about 350 (attendees),” retired Col. Mike Howell,
special events vice president of AUSA’s Redstone-Huntsville
Chapter, said. “And we’ve got a great program for them.”

Social hour begins at 6 p.m. and the dinner at 7. “The cost for
the dinner is only $15,” Howell said. “And that includes a great
meal and all that goes with it.”

The celebration is combined with the annual election of new
officers for the local AUSA chapter. Retired Brig. Gen. Bob Dro-
let, state president of the association, will preside over the change
from John Rogers to Joe Fitzgerald as the chapter’s new president.

Pvt. Andrew Reiniger, 17, the youngest soldier on post, will
join Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, post commander, in cutting the
Army birthday cake. He belongs to Bravo Company.

The Continental Congress created the Army on June 14, 1775.
The American flag originated in 1777. “We’ll cut cakes for both
the flag and the Army,” Howell said.

For reservations call Linda Etheridge, AUSA chapter secretary,
at 722-4578. “If we’ve still got seats available and people call,
we’ll be more than happy to take them,” Howell said.

The actual birthday is June 14, but celebrations will be held through-

out June from ballparks to ball
rooms, the Pentagon to
Camp Zama, Japan. 

This year’s theme
“U.S. Army — At
War and Trans-
forming” will be
celebrated at posts
around the world
and several sport-
ing events around
the country.

In the Military
District of Wash-
ington, soldiers of
H e a d q u a r t e r s ,
Department of the
Army were to run through
Arlington National Cemetery
June 10. Members of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment were to
deliver cakes to members of Congress. 

Senior Army leaders will lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknowns June 13. Later that morning, a cake-cutting ceremony
will be held in the Pentagon courtyard. 

The 228th Army Birthday Ball will be held at the Washington
Hilton and Towers June 21. This year’s Army Ball will include fea-
tured performances from the U.S. Army Soldiers Show, performing
groups from the U.S. Army Field Band including “The Jazz
Ambassadors,” “The Soldier’s Chorus” and “The Volunteers.” 

At Camp Zama, Japan, the most senior and junior soldiers will cut 

See Birthday on page 13
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Post volleyball title
goes to Bulldogs
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Win or lose

Army in action
Briefing for
industry has
battlefield

theme
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Eleven earn week’s stay
with winning essays

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Laura Macedonia hadn’t planned any-
thing for her 14th birthday June 4.

But that day’s Space Camp scholarship
awards ceremony more than compensated.
She was among 11 winners at the annual
event at Army Community Service.

“It was kind of like a birthday present
in itself,” said Macedonia, attending Space
Academy this week at the U.S. Space and
Rocket Center. The youngsters won a
week’s stay at Space
Camp/Academy/Challenge in an essay-
driven competition for military children of
the Redstone Arsenal area.

Their winning essays earned a week’s
stay through this Friday at the U.S.
Space and Rocket Center where, depend-
ing on their age, they’ll attend Space Camp,

See Camp on page 13

Youngsters land trip to Space Camp

Redstone Arsenal celebrates Army’s 228th birthday 

Photo by Skip Vaughn
MINOR ADJUSTMENT— Jarrett Turman, 10, helps Laura Macedonia, 14, adjust her
baseball cap after the Space Camp scholarship awards ceremony. They were
among 11 winners.

Apache 
helicopter 
suits Berry

family
Page 8

Family focus

Test bed in Alaska
under construction
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Getting technical

North Korean threats
concern U.S., Japan
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Joyce Payne, 
former military spouse
“I don’t watch it. I
don’t like it at all.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

What do you think about reality television?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

An open lane random survey
PFC Andy Balam

“It’s very enter-
taining to watch
what everybody
does.”

Pvt. Christopher Thomas

“It’s good. It gives you a chance
to see what’s really going on. A
lot of people do a lot of crazy
things and you get to see it. It’s
good entertainment.”

Letters to the editor

SFC Edgar
Duhaylungsod
“It’s a good kind
of program-
ming.”

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

May 30 — An investigation was initi-
ated when a Redstone Arsenal employee
reported that while he was sleeping, an
unknown person removed a single $100
bill from his belongings. 

May 30 — A contractor working at
Redstone Arsenal reported that an
unknown person broke into her vehicle
while it was parked and unattended at an
off-post location, removing her wallet
which contained her dependant Identifi-
cation Card. Investigation continues by
civil authorities.

May 31 – A soldier attached to Red-
stone Arsenal was detained at the Provost
Marshal Office when he was found to be
operating his motor vehicle while under
the influence of alcohol when he was
stopped for a vehicle inspection at Gate 9.  

May 31 – A contractor working at Red-
stone Arsenal was stopped on Mills Road
for exceeding the speed limit. It was also
discovered that he had an outstanding
warrant on file from the Madison County
Sheriff’s Office. The contractor was
issued a violation notice for speeding and
then released to members of the Madison
County Sheriff’s Office.

June 1 — A soldier attached to Red-
stone Arsenal was found operating her
motor vehicle with a suspended drivers
license when she was stopped on Rideout
Road for exceeding the posted speed
limit.  

June 3 — A soldier attached to Red-
stone Arsenal was found to be operating
his motor vehicle with a suspended driv-
ers license during an inspection of his
vehicle at Gate 10. It was also discovered

that he had an outstanding warrant on file
with the Limestone County Sheriff’s
Office. The soldier was issued a violation
noticed and then released to members of
the Limestone County Sheriff’s Office.

June 3 – A contractor working at Red-
stone Arsenal reported that while shop-
ping at an off-post location, an unknown
person removed her wallet from her purse
which contained her Redstone Arsenal
Security Badge.

June 3 — Two Redstone Arsenal
employees are under investigation when
it was discovered that they were misusing
their government computer systems in
violation of the joint ethics regulation. 

June 4 — An investigation was initiat-
ed when a non-appropriated fund employ-
ee reported that while checking daily
funds, she discovered fraudulent receipts
in the amount of $600.

June 5 — An investigation was initiat-
ed when a person requesting access to
Redstone Arsenal was found to be in pos-
session of controlled substances during an
inspection of his vehicle at Gate 9.

Violation notices issued: speeding, 22;
possession of controlled substance, 1;
parking violation, 5; no proof of liability
insurance, 2; driving under the influence,
1; expired registration, 5; operating a
motor vehicle with a suspended drivers
license, 2; and civil warrant executed, 2.

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences

 

The purpose of this letter is
explain how personnel within
the management of Skeeter Bass

Boats used ideas that I had developed
to promote the business interests of
Skeeter Bass Boats, and also, to illus-
trate that the use of my ideas was done
without my express permission.   

During the year 2000-01, I was liv-
ing in the Fort Stewart, Ga., area and I
was interested in purchasing a bass
boat. I found a boat that I liked; howev-
er, the bank that I contacted for a loan
did not provide a satisfactory arrange-

ment for the loan. As a military minori-
ty, I had received negative treatment on
several occasions that made it difficult
for me to make a large purchase.

In an attempt to find a better deal, I
found a boat dealer out of Athens, Ala.,
called Tidwell Marine. The owner of the
dealership, Terry Tidwell, dealt in
Skeeter Bass Boats and introduced me to
the Skeeter Bass Boats line of products. 

I received excellent treatment at the
hands of Mr. Tidwell and his staff and 

See Angler on page 8

Angler questions marketing angle

Even though June 3 started out gray
and raining, more than 60 cyclists
enjoyed wonderful weather at 5

p.m. for the Tour d’ Arsenal. Everyone
enthusiastically suggested the ride be
scheduled more often.

Adult riders of all ages took part in
the 18-mile tour of Redstone Arsenal.
NASA security escorted the group from
the NASA Exchange Fitness Center
through the NASA West Test Area to
view the massive Shuttle engine and
other test stands. Then we picked up an
Army escort through Test Area 1 down
the closed section of Dodd Road through
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge and continued
to the Army west recreation area on the
Tennessee River. Riders returned on
Buxton and Patton roads all the way
north to Neal Road where the route
turned back toward the NASA
Exchange. On the return, the course fol-
lowed a short section of the Redstone
bike/pedestrian trail through the cool
woods just north of the Sparkman Cen-
ter. Riders who finished after 6:30 p.m.
were even treated to a quick evening
shower.

Many thanks to Art Riley, operations
officer at Provost Marshal Office, and

Sgt Jeffrey Cassell for sending his bike
patrol, Sgt. Joshua Lee, Sgt. Carl Robin-
son, PFC Ryan Blas and Pvt. David
Furey, to accompany the riders. Thanks
to Carmen Hall of NASA Security for
coordinating the escort across Martin
Road at rush hour, Jeff Hamilton for
coordinating the route through the
NASA West Test Area, and Wes Widner
who escorted us through TA 1. Acknowl-
edgement is due for the support of post
CSM Lawrence Rogers, the Army Safety
Office and Dave Spacek of NASA Indus-
trial Safety for approval of the
route. And the turnout was certainly
enhanced by the Redstone Rocket, Mar-
shall Star and Inside Marshall for timely
publicity of the event. This ride was
sponsored by the Jacob Sverdrup MSFC
Group Contract Employee Morale &
Welfare Committee that provided 20 free
water bottles that were distributed to 8 or
9 MSFC Group team members and any-
one else who needed a water bottle. The
MSFC Environmental Excellence Team
also supported the event.

Janie Miernik
ERC Inc./MSFC Group
Jacobs Sverdrup Technology

Viva Arsenal bicycle tour
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Photo by Kim Gillespie

Dog day afternoon
Sgt. Michael Nelson of the Provost Marshal’s K-9 team tells students attending
this year’s Madison City Police Department’s Kids Camp about military working
dogs. The annual Kids Camp is sponsored by the Madison Police for sixth-grade
students who graduate from the Drug Abuse Resistance Education
program. More than 160 students were expected for the two camps June 2-6 and
June 9-13. The camp highlights skills associated with the law enforcement pro-
fession. The Ordnance Munitions and Electronics Maintenance School’s Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal Training Department provided an interactive demonstra-
tion with the young people.

Win or lose

Bulldogs battle from losers 
bracket, beat Headquarters &
Alpha for title 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The Bravo Company volleyball play-
ers didn’t bicker among themselves this
time.

They kept their composure, battled
through the losers bracket and made the
plays they had to make in the final against
Headquarters & Alpha Company.

The Bulldogs beat Headquarters &
Alpha 25-27, 25-9, 15-11 for the post
championship June 4 at Pagano Gym.
Bravo had forced a second match by
beating the Gators 25-20, 25-13, 25-16.

“They played fabulous,” Bravo coach
Cristy McIntosh said. “They’ve been
playing for three hours straight. I feel like
we were underdogs. But they played their
hearts out. I’m extremely proud of them.
They played like a team tonight. They
definitely were a team.”

Bravo (16-5), seeded fourth in the
tournament, advanced to the final by beat-
ing top-seeded Delta 25-12, 25-21.

Cody Fowler had six kills and two
service aces for the Bulldogs in the decid-

ing match against Headquarters & Alpha.
Aladino Perez had six kills and one serv-
ice ace. Austin Wing had seven kills and
Chris Thomas added six.

“We came to this game as underdogs,”
Fowler, a spiker, said. “We knew that we
had to keep our composure and play as a
team.”

“I didn’t lose my temper,” Wing, also a
spiker, said. “We played as a team.”

“The main thing was just keeping calm
in the games,” setter Brent Gooch said.
“Being determined that we would win,
not giving up.”

Gooch recalled nights when Bravo
wasn’t as focused. “We start getting
behind sometimes and we’ll lose it and get
all mad and frustrated and we have to take
a timeout to collect ourselves,” he said.

Not this time.
“Bravo Company came pumped and

they earned it,” Gators coach/setter
Brian Costa said. “I still think Head-
quarters & Alpha is the best team on
post. I couldn’t ask for a team with more
heart.”

Terry Landers had five kills, Ben Zuri-
ta had three, Nelson Gracia-Cruz had two
and Philip Ortiz added two service aces
for Headquarters & Alpha (13-6).

“They played some really good defense
against us,” Zurita, a blocker/server, said.
“We just didn’t have it tonight.”

Bravo keeps cool, gets hot on volleyball court

Photo by Skip Vaughn

FOUR UP— Bravo setter Brent Gooch (4) attempts a return against Headquarters
& Alpha.

Softball season picks up right where
volleyball left off.

The end of the troop volleyball sea-
son leads to the preseason softball tour-
nament which began June 10. The regu-
lar season starts June 24.

“Right now we’ve got eight teams

but I would like to see that increase,”
recreation assistant Mike Potter said last
week. Confirmed teams include the
Marines, Bravo Company, Charlie
Company, NCO Academy and MED-
DAC.

Unit-level golf is planned July 11-13.

Troops swing into softball preseason

Bowling
continued from page 5

“We will have twice the number of lanes,
going from 16 to 32 lanes. The building
itself will be almost three times the size of
the existing one.”

The lane expansion will allow for
simultaneous league play and open bowl-
ing. Included in the plans are several new
features and improvements. A sports bar
will be available for those over 21 with
karaoke and billiards. The restaurant will
be larger. The game arcade will feature 15
to 20 machines of varying age and skill
levels. Party and conference rooms are
planned for both private and organiza-
tional functions. Scheduling a private
party at the new facility should be easier
with enough space to accommodate mul-
tiple functions at the same time.

“It’s more of a ‘fun center’ — much
more than just a bowling center,” Ahern
said. “The focus is bowling but it’s not the

only focus really. It’s a multipurpose
amusement facility and we think it’s
going to appeal to a lot of people.”

Xtreme bowling will still be offered at
the new facility. AMF (Always Means
Fun) Bowling Products Inc., based in
Richmond, Va., will be the primary sup-
plier for equipment. The company sup-
plied the Xtreme bowling package at the
current lanes and will provide a similar
setup on a larger scale at the new facility. 

Pricing for activities and food at the
new facility are yet to be determined.
With the bowling center being a self-sus-
tained activity, it has periodic price fluc-
tuations as necessary. Any increase in the
pricing at the new facility will reflect
those normal fluctuations, Ahern said,
and would probably occur with or without
the new facility. The difference should not
be significant.

“We’re still going to keep prices the
best that we can — competitive,” Ahern
said. “We still want to be a great value as
well as being a super quality program. It
will be a good deal still.”

■ New facility will double number of lanes
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off the adult ticket price. Groups of 15 or more
may receive a 10 percent additional discount.
For tickets call 316-0521 or 316-0522. Tickets
are also available at Shaver’s Books in
Huntsville and Mulberry Street in Madison.

Communications construction
The Installation Information Infrastructure
Modernization Program construction project
continues to expand its work locations, accord-
ing to Richard Mathena, I3MP team leader in
the Directorate of Information Management.
Construction will continue north on Patton Road
with excavation within the Sparkman Center
complex. The areas of the complex initially
affected by construction will be buildings 5306
and 5309. Construction in the complex will con-
tinue for approximately six months. During this
six months, parking and access to the complex
will be periodically limited beginning on the
north side. Another crew is also scheduled to
start construction on Linder Road proceeding
south. Extreme caution should be taken in the
areas of construction to avoid accidents. For
more information, call Mathena 876-0020.

Parenting classes
“Parenting an Adolescent” is a free, three-part
class offered June 16, 23 and 30 from 10:30 a.m.
until noon at Army Community Service, building
3338 on Redeye Road. It is open to the entire
Redstone community. To register or get more
information, call Army Community Service 876-
5397.

Special Forces recruiting
The U.S. Special Forces is looking for soldiers
seeking their next challenge. To apply, enlisted
soldiers must be E-4 through E-6 with a mini-
mum GT score of 100.   Commissioned officers
must be in year groups 2000 through 2001. SFC
Andy Wilson and SFC Ian Gerdes of the Special
Forces Recruiting Team, Fort Benning, Ga., will
be at Redstone Arsenal June 24-25 to conduct
briefings at 10 a.m. at building 3447. Spouses
are encouraged to attend. For more information,
call MSgt. Billy Sanders 842-0870 or the SF
Recruiting Team (706) 545-3079, DSN 835-
3079.

Prayer breakfast
The next IMMC Prayer Breakfast is June 24 at
7:30 a.m. in Sparkman building 5308, room
8124. “No food or drinks will be served, but you
are welcome to bring your own or feast on the
message for the morning,” a prepared release
said. Everyone is welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Clif Canady 876-1587. 

Historical musical
Discount tickets to “Civil War — the Musical,”
are being offered to anyone with a Redstone
badge or military ID. Independent Musical Pro-
ductions is presenting this historical production
for the first time in Alabama at the Lee High audi-
torium, June 20-21 and June 26-28 at 7:30 p.m.,
with 2:30 p.m. matinees June 22 and 28. Regular
ticket prices are $15 for adults, $12 for stu-
dents/seniors. A special $2 off each is offered
for individuals with a Redstone badge or military
ID. For more information, call Shelby Holland
859-2563.

Doll show
The Twickenham Doll Club annual Doll Show
and Sale is Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Jaycees Building, Airport Road. Admission
is adults $3, children $1 and children under 6
free. Proceeds benefit children’s charities. For
more information, call 882-2817.

Announcements


